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object to remaining riders that violate the prin-
ciples of home rule.

I look forward to working with the Congress
to craft an appropriations bill that I can support,

and to passage of one that will facilitate our
shared objectives.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 3, 1999.

Statement on Proposed Appropriations for the District of Columbia
November 3, 1999

After bipartisan negotiations to resolve the
District of Columbia appropriations bill, Con-
gress and my administration agreed to provide
essential funding for the District while modi-
fying some of the most objectionable provisions
infringing on the rights of local citizens to make
decisions about local matters, the principle of
home rule.

I would have signed this legislation, but the
House attached to it highly objectionable legisla-
tion that would have failed to fund important
priorities in education, health, and other areas
and would have resulted in an across-the-board
cut in funding for important programs from de-
fense and veterans’ programs to education, law
enforcement, and the environment.

Unfortunately, the House voted today on a
replacement DC bill that runs contrary to the
earlier bipartisan agreement and undercuts the
progress that has been made for the benefit
of the people of the District of Columbia. The
consensus bill on the District passed by both
Houses remains acceptable to me, and I would
sign it if it were presented as a stand-alone
bill or unattached to objectionable legislation.
I urge Congress to act for the benefit of the
citizens of the District and our Nation’s Capital
by sending me the agreed-upon legislation,
unencumbered by objectionable legislation or
provisions.

Statement on the Verdict in the Matthew Shepard Murder Trial
November 3, 1999

Today’s verdict closes a chapter in the tragic
story of the killing of Matthew Shepard. Al-
though the verdict cannot bring Matthew back,
perhaps it will bring some sense of closure to
Dennis and Judy Shepard, as well as other fam-
ily and friends of Matthew. The First Lady and
I offer our prayers for them and our hope that
their memories of Matthew’s life will sustain
them in the difficult time ahead.

The verdict is a dramatic statement that we
are determined to have a tolerant, law-abiding

nation that celebrates our differences rather
than despising them. Our Nation must unite
in outrage against hate-based violence. We can-
not surrender to those on the fringe of our
society who lash out at those who are different.
Their crimes impose a particular cost on society
by tearing at the social fabric. It is my continued
hope that together, as a nation, we will work
to repair that fabric.
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